
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

Do you dare enter the mad laboratory of 

Professor Potts? 

 

I’m excited to reveal that our topic for the 

Autumn Term is ‘X-perimental’! This term we will 

enter the laboratory of a mad scientist to 

explore states of matter, forces and inventors 

of past and present.  

  

The homework will be set in the form of a ‘bingo 

card’ so the children can choose 1 activity to 

complete on a weekly basis to collect all the 

squares for an end of term prize, this work should be handed in on a Friday. Maths homework 

will be set on MyMaths which will be connect to their learning in school. Children should to 

read at least 3 times a week with an adult so they can discuss their reading, I have included 

some discussion questions in their homework pack. The children will have weekly spellings 

with a test, children can use a range of strategies to practise spellings (including making 

their own dictionary or spelling pyramids) and will be provided with a word search every week 

to start them off. The children also have access to the online learning platforms Spelling 

Shed and Times Tables Rockstars which we will use in school and I would encourage them to 

play as often as possible at home to support their learning.  

  

Below I will briefly outline what will be covered in the different subjects over the course of 

the term and suggest some ways in which the children could be supported.  

Subject Overview Possible support 

English This term we will look at a range of text 

types including instruction writing, 

poetry, explanation writing and narrative 

writing.  

 

Our class reading book will be The Iron 

Man.  

 

We will use the skills we develop over 

this term to write instructions and an 

explanation piece for our own inventions 

at the end of term.  

All forms of reading will be beneficial for the 

children but especially any reading about 

science and inventors will help the children to 

gather a wealth of knowledge to inform their 

writing.  

 

When producing written homework, the focus 

should be on using the correct structure for 

the text type. For example, using heading and 

subheadings in non-fiction and having a clear 

beginning, middle and end when writing 

fiction.   

 

Useful Websites: 

https://play.edshed.com/login 

https://play.edshed.com/login


www.topmarks.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (select KS2) 

 

Maths This term we will be developing fluency 

skills in the 4 calculations to advance 

fluency and accuracy.  

 

We will also look at time, using money, 

statistics and shape.  

Fluency and speed when using times tables is 

incredibly important this year as they are 

used across the maths topics and children are 

expected to know 12 x 12 times tables at the 

end of year 4. We will be using Times Tables 

Rockstars regularly throughout the week and 

I encourage children to play at home 

alongside other learning strategies and games.  

 

Useful Websites: 

www.topmarks.co.uk 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/ 

www.mymaths.co.uk  

 

Science In science, we will be conducting a range 

of experiments to explore state of 

matter, friction and magnetism. The 

children will learn how to work 

scientifically; including planning 

experiments, making predictions, 

collecting accurate results and making 

conclusions using those results.   

Any basic knowledge of these subjects will 

help the children gather a wealth of 

knowledge to apply in lesson, particularly when 

making predictions. Any real-life application 

of scientific working skills will help the 

children to gain confidence.  

 

Useful Websites: 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (select KS2) 

www.theschoolrun.com  

 

History  The history in this topic will be focused 

on great inventors and their inventions! 

We will look at timelines to understand 

how technology has developed and how 

historical work has had an impact on our 

lives today.  

 

Any conversation or reading around inventions 

will help the children to gather a bank of 

knowledge to apply in their work. It could be 

anything from looking at the development of 

the TV to medicines. 

 

Useful Websites: 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (select KS2) 

www.theschoolrun.com  

 

Geography  In geography, we will be exploring our 

local area to discuss the resources and 

features we can see.  The children will 

focus on using geographical language to 

discuss their local area.  

 

 

A great learning opportunity at home will be 

to simply discuss the things you see when you 

are out and about. Is it man-made or natural? 

What resources does the town or village 

have? Why was it good to live here?  

 

Useful Websites: 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (select KS2) 

www.theschoolrun.com  

 

MFL This term in French, we will revise basic 

greetings before moving onto 

conversational phrases, numbers and 

birthdays.  

Any opportunity to interact with the French 

language in any form would be useful for the 

children. Hearing French would be of 

particular use in order to hear the sounds in 

the language that are not native to English 

and can be difficult to imitate.  
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Useful Websites: 

www.topmarks.co.uk 

www.french-games.net  

PE  This term in PE we will be learning 

tactical and invasive techniques as we 

play tag rugby. After half term, we will 

be studying gymnastics.  

Any sort of participation in sports clubs, 

either in or out of school, would be very 

useful for the children.  

 

Physical exercise is extremely important for 

our well-being and is beneficial for the 

children’s development regardless of the 

form it takes. 

 

Useful Videos: 

Cosmic Kids Yoga 

Joe Wicks Kids Workout 

 

ICT In ICT, the children will look at e-safety 

to learn how to effectively, appropriately 

and safely use the internet.   

E-safety is highly important in the modern 

world and any advice that the children receive 

is of great use and will help keep them safe 

online.  

 

Useful Websites: 
https://www.esafety.gov.au/kids/be-an-esafe-
kid 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize  

 

 

This term is going to be a term of great discovery for Year 4! All our learning will be working 

towards one final surprise to celebrate with family and friends.  

Kindest regards, 

Miss Guest, Miss Cooper and Miss Pfrang  
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