
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I am very excited to reveal that the first topic for Year 1 will 

be ‘Lost at Sea’. We will be sailing off on an adventure in the 

first term of Year 1 where we will look at everything there is to 

do with the sea from sea creatures, to pirates, to protecting our 

oceans.  

 

The homework will be set in the format of a Bingo Card so the children can choose their 

tasks as and when it works for you. This should be roughly 1 piece a week. Children are also 

expected to continue to read at least 3 times a week with an adult.  

 

Below is a brief overview of what we will be learning over the course of the term, 

accompanied with ideas and links that you can explore at home to further support their 

learning.  

 

Subject Outcome Ideas for Home 

English In English this term we will be covering a 

range of different genres.  

 

Firstly, we will look at the poetry with a focus 

on the book ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ which is 

a collection of poems about sea creatures.  

 

We will then move on to modern fiction, 

instruction writing and recounts. These will all 

link with our topic.  

 

Additionally, we will continue to focus on 

phonics on daily basis.   

 

Read regularly at home, with a 

focus on decoding new words using 

phonics skills.  

 

 

Useful Websites: 

 

www.readingeggs.co.uk 

www.topmarks.co.uk 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (select 

KS1) 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

 



 

Maths 

In Maths this term, we will be covering a wide 

range of topics. We will start by looking at 

number and place value, moving onto basic 

calculations using addition and subtraction. 

Later the term, we will also begin to look at 

shapes and time, including days of the week 

and months of the year.  

 

The key to success in maths is 

practice! Any practice of 

mathematical skills will help the 

children to be successful.  

Try the games on 

www.topmarks.co.uk (select age 

range 5-7). 

Listen to songs on YouTube such as 

counting to 100 or days of the 

week songs. (Jack Hartman and 

The Singing Walrus are both great 

and have some very catchy songs). 

 

Useful Websites: 

www.topmarks.co.uk 

www.mymaths.co.uk 

 

Science Our focus in science this term will be 

materials. We will look at everything from 

what daily objects are made of, to properties 

of materials. There will also be the chance to 

test materials in preparation of building boats 

in our DT project.  

Try looking out for different 

materials at home to see what 

things are made out of. 

Useful Websites:  

 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize (select 

KS1) www.theschoolrun.com  

History We will be starting to consider the idea of 

the past and how to make enquiries about it 

by asking simple questions to find out more.  

Think about events that have 

happened in the past both in our 

lifetimes and before. What 

questions could you ask to find out 

more? 

Geography As our topic has a geography focus, we will be 

spending lots of time of this. The main area 

will be looking at maps and starting to 

understand how to use one. We will also look 

at how we can improve the environment 

around us such as school.  

Start to look at maps at home. 

This can be physical paper maps, 

digital ones or even simple drawn-

out ones of a room at home.  

Music Mrs Minshull will continue to teach the 

children music.  

Listen to a range of music at home. 

Talk about how the music makes 

you feel. Maybe have a little dance 

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


to the music as well to see what 

the beat is like.  

PE This term our PE will focus on multi-skills. 

This involves developing basic movement skills 

such as jumping, hopping and balancing.   

Keep active at home when you can. 

Try some of the skills we will be 

working on in PE.  

If possible, walk, cycle or scoot to 

school instead of travelling by car. 

Go on daily walks with your family 

if you can to keep active. 

 

Useful Videos: 

 Cosmic Kids Yoga  

Joe Wicks Kids Workout 

RE In RE this term, we will be focusing on two big 

questions. ‘What do my senses tell me about 

the world of religion and belief?’ and ‘How 

does a celebration bring a community 

together?’. We will be exploring these 

questions by looking at Christianity, Islam, 

Hinduism and Judaism.  

 

 

Have a look on BBC Bitesize at 

each of these religions to get a 

basic understanding of them.  

Art / DT There is a big DT project this term whereby 

we will be designing and building a boat. We 

will be considering the best materials to use 

and how to make a boat that is sturdy enough 

to sail at sea.  

In Art, we will be focusing on the Brazilian 

artist, Beatriz Milhazes, who uses lots of 

shapes in her artwork. We will be 

experimenting with her techniques and will be 

creating our own pieces of art in the style of 

hers.  

Begin to have discussions about 

how different materials are useful 

for different things.  

 

Have a look at some of Beatriz’s 

artwork online to get an idea of 

her style. Another similar artist 

you could explore is Kandinsky!  

PSHE This term we will be following the ‘Jigsaw’ 

Scheme of work, exploring ‘Being me in my 

world’ and ‘Celebrating Difference’. 

Encourage children to talk about 

their feelings and emotions. Allow 

them to speak about their 

responsibilities and worries freely 



and think about these positively.  

Computing Our first focus in computing will be how to 

stay safe online. After this, we will be 

exploring what a computer is as well as 

introducing some technical computing 

language. 

E-safety is highly important and 

any advice that the children 

receive is of great use and will help 

keep them safe online. 

 

If you have one at home, take 

some time to explore a computer, 

laptop or tablet to see what 

different parts there are and how 

they work (such as how to switch it 

on).  

 

I am very excited about the term ahead. Year 1 is going to be having a whale of a time! 

 

My door is always open should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to 

get in contact. 

 

Kindest Regards,  

Miss Woodward and the Year 1 Team. 

 

 


