
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am excited to reveal that our topic for the Spring term in Year One is Castles and Fairy tales. 

We will be learning and retelling fairy tales, building castles, creating sculptures, learning 

about mystical creatures such as dragons, learning how to tell the time and being able to 

make comparisons of life in a castle plus plenty more! We will also be having a topic day where 

children will be hosting a banquet. Homework will be set weekly on a Friday and will be due 

in the following Wednesdays. Please ensure that PE kits are in school from the first week of 

term. Below is what we will be covering and how you can support your children at home.  

Learning areas Ideas to support at home 

English 
We will be learning Jack and the Beanstalk 
and Hansel and Gretel fairy tale stories. 
 
We will be writing instructions of how to 
catch a dragon!  
 
 We will be writing reports about castle life. 

Your children could visit the local library 
and find books about castles to explore at 
home.  
You could find your favourite fairy-tale to 
retell with puppets.  
You could create your own Fairy-tale with 
your own characters. 
You could use a computer to make a castle 
fact sheet. 

Maths 
We will be learning about fractions of shape 
and numbers. 
 
We will be learning how to tell the time. 
 
We will be practising our subtraction and 
addition skills. 
 

 
 
You could practise telling the time to 
o’clock and half past at home using a clock.  
You can practise your number bonds to 10 
and 20.  
 

Science 
We will be learning about the properties of 
materials.  
We will be learning about groups of animals 
and how to classify them. 

You could make a Knight’s sword/ shield 
out of different materials you can find.  
You could build a castle out of different 
materials. 

Art/ DT 
We will be building castle structures in DT 
and using materials to design royal clothes 
and outfits. 
We will be using paints to create patterns. 

You could draw portraits of Kings and 
Queens. 
You could design and make a flag for a 
castle.  
You could design and create your own 
dragon to guard the castle! 

History 
We will be learning about castle life and the 
differences between modern day life. 

The children could research someone who 
used to live in a castle and find facts out 
about them.  

Geography 
We will learn about seasonal weather 
patterns. 

You could create a map of the places 
around where you live to show what places 
you visit.  



We will be learning about our community 
and how places are linked. 
 

 

PSHE 
We will be learning how to manage 
relationships; how to work collaboratively, 
solve problems and recognise behaviours. 

You could find a story that teaches you 
something important eg. How to be caring/ 
teamwork etc. 

RE 
We will be learning about the 
characteristics of different religions and 
about special places for each religion. 

You could visit a special place of worship 
eg. Church/ mosque/ synagogue etc and 
then draw what special items you saw.  

Music 
We will be listening to castle music and 
learning how to describe it. 
We will be learning about different 
instruments. 

Find traditional music that would have 
been played at castle banquets. Can you 
describe the piece of music? 

PE 
We will be creating dance sequences this 
term and be starting outdoor games. 
 

Could you complete fitness challenges at 
home? For example, how many star jumps/ 
skips/ sprints/ hops can you do in a minute. 
Can you improve it each week?  

 

Please come and speak to us if you have any questions or queries.  Thank you for your 

support,  

Miss Smith, Mrs Goodger and Miss Leanne (The Year 1 Team)  

  


