
Dear Parents and Carers,  

Happy New Year & Welcome to the Spring Term of 2023! 

In Class EY, we’ll be setting off on a new learning journey as we begin our 

‘Here, There & Everywhere!’ topic! 

We’ll be finding out about our school, town and local community and looking for 

similarities and differences between where we live and other, faraway, places (especially 

the Antarctic and Kenya, Africa)! 

The most important way in which you can help your child at home is to share books & 

stories with them and listen to them read. From school, your child will continue to receive 

one phonic-based book and one ‘library’ book. Your child will also have various phonic-

based activities to do at home (e.g., word-blending cards) and Next Steps to explore (one 

based on English, one on Maths). 

PE will be on Wednesdays. Children will need to come into school in their PE kit each 

Wednesday. 

Please also make sure that your child has a warm coat in school each day, as they all love 

learning outside! 

Main Activities/Outcomes How you can help at home/useful 

information 

Communication & Language 

We’ll be listening to lots of 

stories, talking about the plot, 

predicting what may happen next 

and discussing what we’ve heard.  We’ll be looking 

at information books (including e-books) and asking 

and answering questions about them. The children 

will have opportunities for role-play and other 

imaginary play. We’ll also be taking opportunites to 

add to our vocabularies – making use of our 

classroom ‘Word Window’. 

Chat with your 

child and help 

them learn new 

words (ask them 

about the words 

on our class ‘word window’! Talk about the 

books you’re reading together. Encourage 

your child to follow two-part instructions 

(e.g., ‘Go upstairs then put your pyjamas 

on.’) and to join in with songs and rhymes. 

Set-up simple role-play activities e.g., 

playing shops to encourage conversation. 

 

Physical Development 

We’ll be doing some dance activities 

linked to ‘Winter Wonderland’ and 

African traditions. We’ll be working 

hard to make progress in terms of our handwriting 

– forming lower and upper case letters correctly. 

 

We’ll be practising balancing, jumping, running, 

skipping, throwing and catching! 

Encourage your child to practise writing 

their name (with a capital letter at the 

beginning and the rest in lower case). 

Encourage them to write other things 

such as simple lists, birthday cards. Do 

activities to strengthen their fingers – 

e.g., building with Lego, using playdough, 

threading beads, finger-painting.  

 



Do some physical activities such as going 

for a walk, playing in the park or playing 

catch or football together. 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

We’ll be learning about our similarities and 

commonalities, and that difference is something to 

be celebrated. We’ll be thinking about what it 

means to persevere and show resilience and how we 

can best resolve any conflicts or 

disagreements with other 

children.  

Chat about what the children feel they’re 

good at. Talk about how important it is to 

try new things and that we learn by our 

mistakes! Encourage them to understand 

that it’s ok to be different and that not 

everyone thinks or feels the same way. 

Talk about how best to manage when 

there are disagreements.  

Maths 

Our maths will be very practical. We’ll be 

continuing to learn how numbers can be 

represented (e.g., as digits, as amounts, in 

pictures), compared (more than, equal to, 

fewer/less than) and composed (e.g., 5 = 2 + 3, 5 = 

4 + 1, 5 = 5 + 0 etc). We’ll also be 

doing some simple 

addition/subtraction and 

doubling/halving. We’ll have fun 

recognising and making patterns 

and learning about 2D and 3D shapes 

Encourage your child to use their maths 

skills in everyday life. 

e.g., estimating, then counting how many 

steps you need to take to walk from one 

room to another; counting backwards; 

asking which pile of e.g., ice-cubes has 

more, and which has fewer. 

Think of different ways of representing 

numbers e.g., 5 buttons, the number 5, the 

word ‘five’, five jumps, two biscuits plus 

three biscuits. 

Spot shapes and patterns in the 

environment. 

Literacy 

We’ll be continuing learning the sounds that letters 

(and groups of letters) make and putting these 

together to read words! We’ll be learning how to 

write regular and ‘tricky’ words and putting these 

together to make sentences e.g., to write a caption 

for a story-picture. We’ll be 

enjoying lots of shared story 

and book times. 

 

 

Read to and with your child as much as you 

can! This can include books from home, 

the library or school.  

Praise your child’s efforts at writing. 

Encourage them to use their phonic-skills 

when trying to write ‘new’ words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Understanding the World 

We’ll be learning about our home-town and 

community and then comparing this to other places 

– especially villages in Kenya, Africa. We’ll be 

comparing local animal-life and habitats to those in 

the Antarctic and Kenya.  

We’ll learn about how different communities have 

different traditions and customs and how 

important it is to find wat we all have in common. 

We’ll think about important workers in our local 

community and how people help to take care of the 

environment and those who live in it. 

 

When you’re in and around Frinton, what 

landmarks do you spot? What kind of 

place is Frinton? Why do people like to 

live here? How does it compare to other 

places the children travel to e.g., 

relatives’ home-towns?  

What can you find out about the 

Antarctic and Kenya, 

Africa? How are they 

different? 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

We’ll be doing lots of topic-based designing & 

making activities using different media e.g., paint, 

playdough, pens, collage materials, recyclables.  

We’ll be singing lots of songs and rhymes and 

learning about how music is written down (simple 

notation). We’ll be 

exploring dance on the 

themes of ‘winter’ and 

‘Africa’. 

 

Encourage your child to be creative and 

imaginative! e.g. What different colours 

can they make when they mix paints 

together? Take some time to have fun 

saying rhymes or singing songs. Encourage 

your child to move to music and make up 

their own dances. 

Experiment with model-

making, painting, drawing.  

 

 

Within class, we’ll be giving out counters when children take on ‘extra-challenges’ 

throughout the day (activities designed to stretch them and get them thinking!). The 

counters are collected together at the end of the week and certificates given to those 

who have the most. 

We look forward to welcoming you into school to enjoy your children’s Learning Journey 

Books again later in the term.  

Remember to keep looking out for the Marvellous Me! updates, too.  

Mrs Stubbs (Class Teacher) 

Miss Down, Miss Cooper, Miss Baker & Mrs Nixon (Learning Support Assistants) 

 

 


