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Our vision at Frinton-on-Sea Primary School is to create a stimulating and positive learning 
community where all are valued and able to maximise their potential 
 

Legislation and guidance 

This policy is based on advice from the Department for Education (DfE) on charging for school 
activities and the Education Act 1996, sections 449-462 of which set out the law on charging for 
school activities in England.  

 
PRINCIPLES 

• We make no charge for National Curriculum or Statutory Religious Education and related 
activities in school time. 

• We may ask for a voluntary contribution for activities wholly or partly in school time which 
otherwise may be prohibited by cost. No child will be excluded from any such activity on the 
basis of non-contribution. 

• We provide support towards part or all of the cost of an activity where there are financial 
difficulties, or the family is in receipt of free school meals. (Pupil Premium funding may be 
used if appropriate to provide a subsidy) 

• We may charge where it enables an increase or enriches non-statutory extra curricular 
provision at any time. 

 
KEY RESPONSIBILITIES 

• This policy will be reviewed and amended by the Governing Body every 3 years or when 
there is a change. 

 
Musical Tuition 
There is an exception to the rule about not charging for activities in school hours. Charges may be 
made for teaching either an individual pupil, or pupils in a group or any size, to play a musical 
instrument. Providing the teaching is not an essential part of either the National Curriculum or a 
public examination syllabus being followed by the pupil.  Vouchers for music tuition are available 
for low income families. 
 
Voluntary Contributions 
Although we do not charge for most of our school-time activities, occasionally we invite parents to 
make a contribution to make school funds go further. If a particular activity cannot take place 
without some help from parents/carers, this is explained to parents/carers during the planning 
stage. The essential point is that no pupil will be left out of an activity because his/her 
parents/carers cannot or will not make a contribution of any kind. It may be necessary to state that 
the activity will not take place if parents/carers are reluctant to support it. Contributions must, 
however, be genuinely voluntary. The terms of any request for contributions must be made clear: 
   

1. That there is no obligation to contribute; and 
2. that registered pupils at the school will not be treated differently according to whether or not 

their parents/carers have made any contribution in response to the request. 
 
If parents/carers are experiencing financial difficulty they are invited to write or meet in confidence 
with the Executive Headteacher.   
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charging-for-school-activities
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/VI/chapter/III


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residential trips 
Schools are permitted to charge for the cost of board and lodging during residential school trips. 
This cost must not exceed the actual cost of the provision.  
 
Sufficient time should be allowed enabling parents to pay for residential trips on an instalment basis. 
 
Damage to school property 
Parents/Carers are asked to make a contribution towards replacing damaged or lost school property 
caused willfully or negligently by their children.  Each incident will be dealt with on its own merit. 

The governing board 
The governing board has overall responsibility for approving the charging and remissions policy, but 
can delegate this to a committee, an individual governor or the headteacher. 

The governing board also has overall responsibility for monitoring the implementation of this 
policy. 

 


