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Dear Parent/Carer,   

This is a letter that I have been longing to write for a long time. It is the letter that outlines 
all the detail needed for ‘returning to school’ and ‘full opening’. I am so excited that we can 
have our children back – I just can’t tell you! 

 I know that some of you will be as equally excited, although I am also aware that this return 
may also carry some anxiety for you. I want to take a moment to reassure you that the 
senior team and myself have been thoroughly reviewing the risk assessment. Therefore, our 
‘full opening’ will be considered safe and careful.   

How will we prepare the children for Monday 8th March?  
Next week, every class teacher will offer a live 10-minute social session with all of the 
children. We are hoping that this will help build a routine and enable the children to build 
back their friendships and familiarity with each other, leaving them excited to see each 
other in person on Monday 8th March. 
  
Staggered  
Whilst completing the risk assessment, the areas we have identified as ‘high risk’ are lots of 
people congregating at the end of the day. Therefore, we have thought of a way to improve 
our previous strategy. We are going to trial this for the first three weeks and ask for your 
support with this before we seek your feedback about whether it has worked or not. Rather 
than leave in classes, which leaves us with the added complication of siblings, we thought 
we would trial a drop off via surname. If it doesn’t work, following your feedback, we will of 
course revert back to the old system. Please can we request that only one adult attends 
drop off and pick up, that you wear a mask and leave as soon as you have your children as 
this will help us to keep numbers as low as possible.  
 
We are going to trial a one-way system at the end of the day, school will be signed posted 
and staff will be at touch points for the first week to help. Please enter through the 
playground gate, proceed up the path, collecting any child from Years 1 and 2 from the 
fence, then past 'Reception classroom’ - collecting any children from there. Continuing 
around the 'Early Years play area' along the path to collect any child from Years 3 and 4. If 
you have collected all your children by then, please exit at the back patio and through the 
car park DO NOT GO BACK. If you need to collect children from Years 5 & 6, continue 
around the back playground to the back of the classrooms, collect your children and exit 
from the gate at the side of the school – which we have reopened.  
 
Please make sure the times are adhered to as this is important if we are to reduce the 
volume of people at any one time. 
2-30 p.m. - children with surnames between A-G 
2-40 p.m. - children with surnames between – H -M 
2-50 p.m. - children with surnames between – N - S 
3-00 p.m. - children with surnames – T - Z 
  

Connect, 

Learn & Grow 
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Equipment  
As before, we would ask that the children wear their P.E. kits on P.E days. We also ask that 
you keep bags to a minimum size if needed at all. The children will have access to all the 
equipment that they need in school so we would ask that you support us by not transferring 
items back and forward between home and school.   
  
Masks  
This remains your personal choice. As a school, we do not feel that we should dictate this to 
you. If you want your child to wear a mask, we will support your choice. We only ask that 
they are able to manage them individually. Staff have the same choice. They will be asked to 
wear masks in communal areas - the classroom remains a choice for them.  
  
Homework  
This will remain as normal and set half termly  
  
Breakfast and after school Club  
This will be open and running but you will need to book your place.   
  
Well Being and Catch up  
We are very mindful that a balance needs to be found. Our staff are experts at this. They 
know exactly when to encourage a child to ‘do a little bit more’ and when to award some 
space. I have every confidence that our staff will manage this appropriately.  If you would 
like to chat to me about this, you are very welcome to email me and book a telephone 
call.  We are also planning 6 short webinars for parents/carers to support with encouraging 
children's independence as they return to school. We will send out details of this at a later 
date.  
 
World Book Day 
Don’t forget World Book Day this Thursday, 4th March! Remember to either dress-up 
yourself, or a potato, or both (!), as a favourite book character! There’s also a special area 
on our school website where you can start looking at the ‘masked reader’ videos, and trying 
to guess who’s who! We’re looking forward to doing lots of book-based activities in school 
(and at home) on Thursday! 
 
I know there is a lot of talk about ‘holiday school’ and ‘summer learning’ at present we have 
no plans to open during the summer holidays. We have reviewed our ‘catch up - keep up’ 
programme and my trajectories currently show that we will meet our end of year targets. If 
this changes I will write with more detail.   
  
That’s it from me for now. Not long now - I am counting the days! 
 
Have a fabulous weekend  
 
Tracey Caffull 
Executive Headteacher  
Great Bentley and Frinton -on -Sea Primary Schools 
01206 250331, 01255 674007 
 


