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Dear Parent/carer,  

 

Thank you for being patient with me - I promised I would write when I have some 

answers. I am delighted to tell you I have some answers - not all - but some.  As I 

have wanted to stay in contact as often as possible, with as many updates as 

possible - I felt it was only right to share with you what I know to date. I will ask that 

you remain patient with me and I will continue to share information with you as soon 

as I have it.  

  

On Monday, I shared with you potential questions that may have arisen from the 

government's announcement. I am now able to share the answers to those 

questions with you. I am also in a position to be able to publish on our website our 

'return to school' plan.  

  

As promised, I have based all our decisions with safety and well-being as our focus. 

We are confident that our robust 'catch up learning' plan is thorough enough to fill 

any gaps. This will be started in September 2020 and an analytical projection 

suggests that by May 2021 the majority of children will be back on track. Therefore, 

with that plan ready for September, we have the time to focus on wellbeing and 

transition this term. 

  

Our aim is to start slow and build up - therefore, at each step prioritising the physical 

safety of the children. The government has suggested that where possible we should 

adhere to the 2m social distancing rules. We believe that it is possible, and we are 

going to lay out our classrooms in school accordingly. It is suggested that we should 

welcome back EYFS, Y1 and Y6. We are willing and able to do this, however, to 

ensure that safety is prioritised and the 2m rule adhered to, we are going to do this 

on a rota basis to start with. We will start with a 2-week rota which we will publish to 

enable you maximum time to organise your family around it. As and when, the 

science says it is safe to do so, we will increase the numbers above those including 

EYFS, Y1 and Y6. (Finer detail will come later) We have also 

organised for children to be taught in small groups of 8 (friendship determined 

wherever possible) in different classrooms. The joy of having a small, family school is 

that every child knows every teacher and therefore they will be familiar with anyone 

they are taught by.  We will still serve lunch if ordered and we will stagger play times 

as well as the start and the end of the school day for pickups. (Again, finer detail will 

come out nearer the time). Hand washing, table cleaning and hygiene will be very 

regular. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

I thought it would be helpful if I addressed some frequently asked questions. I know 

that I will not cover everything, but it will be a start. 

  

1) Will my child be able to come to school if I am a key worker, but they are not in 

the listed year groups? Yes 

2)What if my child has a sibling not in the named year groups and I am not a key 

worker? Then we will continue to provide our home learning grids for all of our 

children that we sadly are not able to see just yet. 

3)If my employer has asked me to go back to work and I am not a key worker can 

my child come to school? I am sorry to say that this is not possible at this time. 

4)How will the school keep my child safe with social distancing rules? As mentioned 

above we will be teaching in small groups of 8 with two adults. There will be a one-

way system around school, no assemblies and playtime will be staggered 

5) Will the children have to wear uniform? As much as possible yes please. We do 

understand that if your child has grown out of their uniform and you do not want to 

buy a new one for part time attendance. We will have a relaxed approach around 

this.  

6) Will the school be providing school dinners? Yes, this will be as normal, but the 

children will be served their dinner in their classrooms to prevent queuing in the hall 

7) Will school still be providing home learning grids for the year groups not at 

school? Yes, we will still do this for all year groups right up until the summer break. We 

will also maintain our email correspondence to you daily but for a reduced amount 

of time to an hour as teachers will also be in school teaching.  

8)Will my child have their usual teacher? This is not likely - but as a small school we 

are fortunate enough to know everyone so this will be fine 

9)Will I get fined if I do not send my child back? No - from the guidance I have read, 

the government says we should encourage returning but not enforce it. There will be 

no fining.  

10) Will the staff be wearing masks? Yes, they may be - this will be an option, and if 

staff want to - I will support their decision. I will be wearing a sparkly one to make you 

all smile. 

11) Can my child wear a mask? They can if they want to and with your support - this 

should be a family choice - we will respect your decisions.  

12)How will school support the anxiety in my child? Our plan is to focus on learning 

during the morning, with relaxed learning activities in the afternoon focussing on 

wellbeing (reflection, reconnection and re-establishing the new normal) 

13)Will all the teachers be in? Yes, unless they are shielding or isolating - this is a big 

team effort around our re-opening. Every member of staff wants to do their best to 

support our children and our school on the slow road back to normal 

  

I know that I will not have answered all your questions, but I hope I have made a 

start. I really appreciate that this is an unsettling time for everyone. Some of you will 

think this is too early, and some of you will be eager to return. As a school we 

understand both viewpoints and respect them both. We know that we are not going 

to 'get it right' for everyone, so please bear with us as we adapt to the emerging 

situation. I apologise in advance if this is not your preferred option.  I promised you all 

along that I would be as open and as honest with you as possible, free flowing with 

information and ensure that every single decision has safety as the very first priority. 

This plan I believe does just that. If you are disappointed that we have not taken 

back more children quickly enough - I am sorry - we believe it is in the interests of 

safety for everyone to start small. We will increase our numbers as time goes 

on based on both the government and scientific guidance we are given.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

As promised - If you would like to ask your own personal question, or indeed raise a 

point that you think we should consider, you are very welcome to book a telephone 

conversation with me by using the email, head@frintononsea.essex.sch.uk.   

Everyone that wants to, will have an opportunity to - I just ask for a little patience as I 

potentially could have 'quite a few'! 

  

I think that is it from me for today. 

Thank you for your understanding - together we are stronger. 

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs T. Caffull 

Executive Head Teacher 

Frinton on Sea Primary School 
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