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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
My communication this week will be slightly shorter than most weeks, as unbelievably there 
have not been too many changes from the Government since the lockdown news. 
 
May I take this opportunity to remind you of the guidelines.   They state that if anyone from 
your household is taking a test then the whole household should isolate until the result is 
back. If negative, then all can return to school. However, if the test is positive then the 
whole household will  need to isolate for a two-week period. As a school we will support you 
with this by sending you home learning.  
 
If we have a positive test at school, then as previously communicated, we will close the 
whole class bubble for two weeks and transfer - hopefully seamlessly!- to online learning. 
The lessons will be pre-recorded, and the teacher email correspondence will be  
re-opened. We have systems in place to receive and offer feedback to the children's 
learning that will be emailed/scanned into us.  
 
I know that some of you appreciate us informing you if we have children that are testing but 
for some of you this raises an anxiety. I thought I would take a moment to explain the 
reasoning behind the decision. 
 
As a school our only legal duty is to inform you of a positive case - which we will absolutely 
do at the earliest possible moment. We choose to inform you when a test is taking place as 
there are some families in our community who live with 'critically vulnerable' family 
members. If they are aware that a test is taking place, in their particular year group, it gives 
them the autonomy to choose if they participate on the school run and/or reduce their 
contact with school. 
 
I have been asked if I am able to inform you if the test results come back negative. This 
makes perfect sense to me and would be a policy that I would love to adopt. However, 
unfortunately as a school we are not able to insist on the sight of a negative test result. 
Therefore that leaves us with the only option of speculation - and my fear is that 
assumptions could result in misleading by good intention.  
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Therefore, our best option at present is to: 
 
1) Inform you of testing taking place (to enable our more vulnerable community members 

to keep autonomy over decision making)  Which leaves us to assume that if you have no 
other information after 3 days that the tests are negative. 

 
2)  Inform you if we have a positive case. 

 

I am genuinely sorry if this is not your preferred strategy, but I thought I would take the time 
to explain why we do what we do.  
 
I am able to share with you that today we are celebrating 'Children in Need' day and last 
Wednesday, collectively as two schools, we respected the two-minute silence after an 
assembly and the Last Post.  
 
As always, if you would like to discuss any of the content of my letter, you are welcome to 
email me at head@frintononsea.essex.sch.uk and I will arrange a telephone conversation 
with you  
 
Have a nice weekend - hoping that the sunshine continues.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs T. Caffull 
Executive Headteacher 
Frinton on Sea Primary School 
& Great Bentley Primary School 
 
 
 


