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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We are now at the end of the strangest Easter holiday I think we have ever 

experienced in our lifetimes. I am very grateful for the weather and I hope you have 

been able to enjoy some of the sun.  Thank you to everyone who has continued to 

engage with 'virtual' school life. The government officially cancelled holidays for 

teachers, so we tried to find a balance by setting learning activities that were slightly 

more relaxed. For some we would have got this just right and for others we 

appreciate it will have been too much or too little. Please accept my apologies for 

this - we are learning and adjusting all the time to provide a school that is new for all 

of us. 

 

Monday marks the start of the summer term and therefore we will continue to 

provide your children with learning that matches as closely to 'normal' as we can. I 

know teachers have been recording podcasts or videos using QR codes to read 

stories as well as enjoying seeing a snip of the learning you share back with us.  Your 

teachers are at the end of an email daily if you have any questions or would like 

some extra support - just let them know. They are willing and able. You may receive 

a call from a 'no caller ID' this may be your teacher - we are trying to check in with 

you weekly to see if there is anything you need. New learning grids and packs have 

been in production over the last two weeks and will either be on the web pages or 

printed and ready for you (If you have already pre ordered). I am in communication 

with teachers daily and they like me are really missing the children. We hope you all 

enjoyed our Easter message.  

 

I thought you would appreciate an update of 'life at school' and 'where we go next'. 

School will, as it has during these last few weeks, stay open for children of key 

workers (at our Great Bentley site). Thank you to the group of parents who always 

keep me up to date with shift patterns via email. It is helpful to know who to expect 

each day. Thank you for the amazing job you are doing for our communities.  

 

With regards to how long this period will last - I am afraid that I do not have any 

more knowledge about this than you do. I sit each day in front of the news at 5pm 

with my notebook and glean what I can from the briefing. It would appear sensible 

to assume it will continue this way for a while. I can reassure you by sharing with you 

that the senior team have been in countless 'zoom' meetings discussing and 

planning for a sophisticated 'catch up' plan.  
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We estimate, with thorough analysis, that even if we do not return until September 

(and we all hope we come back before this) we are able to ensure that each child 

will catch up possible lost learning as well as experiencing  that of the new year 

group and be back on track by the end of April beginning of May. I share this with 

you as we wanted you to know that we take the learning of our children very 

responsibly and will do everything we can to ensure they are not left at a 

disadvantage. There may need to be adjustments along the way as the plan 

unfolds but we are confident of its robustness. We wanted to reassure you that we 

have been carefully planning as I appreciate that some may carry this as an 

anxiety. As far as 'which teacher will be in which year group' which I know has been 

a speculation of some. I am so sorry, but I just cannot share this with you yet. 

Teachers are by law allowed to resign anytime up until the end of May - therefore 

you have my word that I will publish this on the 1st June as only then can I be 

confident that there will be no changes. The benefits of our wonderful small and 

family-based school is that every teacher knows every child and cares about them. 

 

I think that is it from me this week. I really hope you are all well and safe and can 

genuinely say that we miss our school community very very much.  

 

The one thing that I can say with certainty is that this will not last for ever and when 

we do all meet again, we will be delighted to see you all. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs T. Caffull 

Executive Head Teacher 

Frinton on Sea and Great Bentley 

Primary Schools 


