
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                           10th May 2022 

                                 LEARNING CONNECTIONS 

Dear Parents & Carers,   

This academic year seems to have flown by and normality in the most part seems to have resumed. 
As a school within the newly formed ‘Learning Connections Federation’ we are able to share with 
you many areas where this is starting to benefit all our staff and children.   

This term alone has seen the continuation with increased regularity of cross school staff meetings. 
Senior teams have met to discuss cross school peer reviews and professional development, subject 
leaders have met to discuss whole school improvement strategies and teachers have met to discuss, 
celebrate and moderate children’s writing. The year 6 children will be meeting shortly to complete a 
‘Dragons Den’ Activity Day which will support their transition to secondary school.   

It is clear that partnership working adds benefit to school communities.   

Recently the Government published a ‘White Paper’ setting out the proposal and expectation that all 
schools will build larger partnerships and become Multi Academy Trusts. I am sure we all have an 
opinion about this that spans both positive and negative feelings. At Learning Connections we have 
always taken a proactive approach to enable us to own our future destiny and decisions.   

Therefore, with that in mind, and in wanting to make our own choices and not be at the mercy of an 
Ofsted Inspection it has been each school’s decision to complete due diligence of the Trusts around 
us. As of September, our schools have opted to engage in a ‘Trust Partnership’ arrangement with the 
South Suffolk Learning Trust. This partnership is one without any formal commitment. It is just a 
commitment of time to work alongside the Trust, to learn more about it and to consider if it 
potentially could be for us, our communities, staff and children in the future.   

That said, our Executive Headteacher Tracey Caffull has agreed to complete a year’s secondment to 
work part-time in the central service of the Trust as Director of Standards.  This will enable her to 
explore the inner working of the Trust and be thoroughly informed when making any possible future 
decisions.  
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This in turn will mean that Mrs Sally Blunden, the Deputy Headteacher from Elmstead Primary 
School will be welcomed into Frinton Primary for a year’s secondment as the Head of School under 
the continued Executive Leadership of Mrs Caffull. These temporary adjustments of personnel will 
enable senior school leadership and governors the very best opportunity to gather information of 
South Suffolk Learning Trust.   

Possible questions that you may have:   

Does this mean that after a year the Learning Connections Federation, hence Elmstead, Frinton 
and Great Bentley Primary Schools will enter into the South Suffolk Learning Trust MAT?   

No, it doesn’t. It means that school leaders and governors will be more informed to make a choice 
whether they feel it is right to further pursue this course of action.   

What happens if we do not like it?   

If school leaders and governors do not feel that the Trust fits with the working and ethos of our 
Federation then all will roll back.   

Will parents/carers be consulted?   

If school leaders and governors feel that the Trust is a good fit for our Federation then all parents, 
carers and staff will be engaged in a consultation process.   

How will this affect the children?   

Engagement with the trust will hopefully enrich the children’s learning experience through staff 
training and access to their technology resources. It is the hope that increased collaboration and 
access to other primary and secondary schools will also add further benefits to curriculum and 
subject specific skills. It will not at any point change or alter the school uniform, or each school’s 
individual approach to its community.   

The aim in sharing this information in such great detail is because school leaders and governors have 
wanted to be open, honest and transparent with you at every and any possible stage of school 
change. If you have further questions or would like to speak to someone can we please request that 
you contact your school Headteacher or Chair of Governors. If you do not already have these email 
addresses they can be found on the website of each school.   

Kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr K. Plummer    Mrs S. Young   Mrs P. Lewis 
Chair of Governors   Chair of Governors  Chair of Governors 
Great Bentley Primary School  Frinton on Sea Primary School Elmstead Primary School 

    

 


